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The article is one of the first attempts to describe short-term phenomena which appear massively in culture, yet they are considerably hard to classify due to their ephemeral character. ”Temporary collective fascinations” (such as hula- hoop, Rubik cube) known in American sociology as “fads”, may be regarded as examples of a model of ephemeral culture. They emanate from certain social values: progress, change, innovation, craving for being fashionable and trendy. Their development is accompanied by the emergence of a specific system of values, norms, meanings, patterns of behaviour and emotions. However, everything that develops around these fads is usually short-lived, and almost each current object of fascination is abandoned once it becomes boring. That is why this phenomenon, although present permanently in our culture, is still hard to capture.

The author gives a deep and accurate description of ephemeral culture, distinguishing certain types of it, such as:

· Collective fascinations (characterized by high emotional level ) e.g. Hula-hoop

· Ephemeral fashion( the dominant characteristic is trying to “be in”, to be trendy) 

· Collective craziness (being against social conventions) e.g. undress yourself in the street

What integrates all types of “fads” is, according to the author, their ephemeral character and a specific dynamics of development. The main characteristics of this dynamics are: a sudden and quick development, immediate acceptation, short life. ”Fads” usually do not reactivate once they disappear, but sometimes such attempts are observed (e.g. Yo-yo). For the author this is one of the main factors, which distinguish fashion from “fad”; fashion has got its own history and path of development, “fads” usually appear from nowhere. Therefore, the process of “creating: fads” is still a great scientific mystery. It is very hard to find why certain products or tendencies become popular.

One of the author’s proposals to resolve this enigma is comparing ephemeral trends with a dominant culture. ”Fads” in this conception are the expression of the dominant trends in culture in a certain historical time. They articulate the collective tastes, the contemporary pressure on innovation, change and discovery. However, the author looks at “fads” from a broader view and does not subscribe these phenomena only to modern culture, which, unlike former societies, is characterized by consumption, fast rotation of cultural elements and a great pace of change. What makes  Domański’s work interesting and accurate is following the development of “fads” from the beginning and seeing them as a constant part of our culture, although they might be seen as very striking nowadays, when people tend to look for such values as fascination, progress or contestation.

The author gives also a broad verification of a thesis about sponsoring the “fads” by big concerns. Although it might be true that nowadays more fascinations can be sponsored, still a lot of attempts of creating them simply fail. Thus, the author proves that we deal with highly spontaneous movements which are very hard to control. His work is far away from any simplification and presents an objective, professional approach.

