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Seminar and Bibliography description:

This Seminar aims to provide an overview to the discipline of cultural anthropology as proposing a complementary material on course’s topics. Through its structure it offers both an informative corpus – which presents some important points of anthropological study of Europe and of contemporary anthropological researches in Europe –, and a formative framework of acquiring skills on analysing and questioning such a rich matter.

Students are invited to read the bibliography for each seminar, to participate actively to the discussions each seminar will promote and to sketch personal reading drafts to be individually used as learning for the final exam (see a model). 

The readings proposed – chapters/articles in books and journals in Romanian and English – are indicated with their library marks (BCU: Central University Library; BSE: European Studies Library; G: ‘Octavian Goga’ Library). Readings that are not available in libraries could be consulted or photocopied from a Reader (of light blue color) at the European Studies Library.

For each seminar a complementary bibliography will be provided, for those interested in expanding their study and knowledge on the debated topics.

Objectives of the seminar:

Each seminar aims to present some focal notions for the anthropological understanding of Europe (and the formation of a basic anthropological language), which will be applicably discussed through case studies on topics/fields/regions of anthropological interest. In this purpose, at the end of each seminar students will be able to precisely phrase some elementary meanings and definitions of such notions, as well as to present an anthropological viewpoint on a topic: 

· cultural anthropology and its specific place among social sciences

· anthropological methodology and ethnographic fieldwork

· culture, tradition, cultural diversity within traditional and modern society

· ethnicity, nation, nationalism; cultural and political ideologies

· community, family, gender within some historical, social and religious aspects

· describing cultural identities and analyzing contemporary social phenomena

· researching socio-economic issues of East-European communism and transition 

and their illustration within various fields/regions:

· Atlantic Europe (France, Basque Country)

· Mediterranean Europe (Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey)

· Balkans and Eastern Europe (Serbia, Albania, Poland, Romania)

and of specific analyses of some anthropological subfields and study domains:

· political anthropology

· social anthropology

· historical anthropology

· anthropology of rituals

· anthropology of communities and family 

· gender anthropology 

· anthropology of socialism and postsocialism 

Seminar requirement:

The final exam, in written form, will consist of two subjects: (1) a mini-essay on a given topic considered at the course, and (2) three precise questions regarding the matter considered at this seminar. 

The presence at the seminar is compulsory. Active participation in the seminar discussions is appreciated in evaluating the final grade. 

Seminar procedure:

The seminar takes place on Wednesday, twice a month, in Classroom 104, Avram Iancu street.
Together with the introductory class, the seminar consists of 8 classes of two hours each.

Spring holiday is between: 1st May and 8th May.

At the last seminar (June, 8), both groups are invited to participate on the same week.
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	April, 6
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Seminar conductor: Serban Vaetisi

Email: vaetisis@yahoo.com
2. Ethnology of Europe. Ethnicity and Nation in Europe.

General overview and particular issues

Ethnic groups, traditions, national cultures and nations in Europe. Ideologies of traditional and ethnic cultures: celtism, pangermanism, panslavism. Characteristics of European ethnologies and new tendencies of European ethnology. Differences and similarities between ethnology and cultural/social anthropology in Europe.

· Jean Cuisenier, „Cunoasterea Europei din punct de vedere etnic” (“Understanding Europe by ethnical point of view”), in Etnologia Europei, Institutul European, 1999, pp. 17-34. BSE39/GII32458

· John W. Cole, „Etnologie europeana: 8 teze” (“European Ethnology: 8 theses”), in Cristina Papa, Giovanni Pizza, Filippo M. Zerilli, Cercetarea antropologica in Romania. Perspective istorice si etnografice, Clusium, 2004, pp. 23-34. READER/BCU200409154
3. European identities. Political anthropology. Anthropology of everyday life.

Marginal European identities: Basque people in Spain and Muslim women in France – their socio-cultural experiences, problems and responses. Political/power relations, institutional regulations, symbolic-ritualistic forms and individual negotiations within the identitary construction.

· Jeremy MacClancy, “At Play with Identity in the Basque Arena”, in Sharon Macdonald, ed., Inside European Identities. Ethnography in Western Europe, Berg, 1993, pp. 84-97. BSE 572

· Haroun Jamous, „Fetele cu val” (”Veiled schoolgirls”), in Monique Segré, sub dir., Mituri, rituri, simboluri in societatea contemporana, Amarcord, 2000, pp. 211-222. BSE 572

4. The Mediterranean area: Social Anthropology and 

the analysis of social phenomena.

Various types of analysis on a cultural region. Media phenomenon as reproducing rituals and traditions. Social criticism on rituals and traditions by the viewpoint of gender studies. Migration: historical and synchronic analysis; causes and consequences of migration. Social anthropology of migration.

· Sarah Pink, “From Ritual Sacrifice to Media Commodity. Anthropological and Media Constructions of the Spanish bullfight and the Rise of Women Performers”, in F. Hughes-Freeland, ed., Ritual, Performance, Media, Routledge, 1998, pp. 121-139. BSE527 

· Sara Delamont, “The Trampled Garden: Invasion, Refugees, Migrants and Tourists ”, in Appetites and Identities. An Introduction to the Social Anthropology of Western Europe, Routledge, 1995, pp. 63-83. BSE 527
5. The Balkans. Community, family, and gender anthropology. 

Regional anthropology; anthropology of traditional communities. Points of anthropology of family and anthropology of gender. Points of anthropology of religion, law and work in relation with patriarchal mentality and specific institutional forms of family (zadruga). Society characteristics in the Balkans (Serbia, Greece, Albania, Montenegro) in comparative perspective and in relation with some relevant institutions (marriage, kinship, family, joint family, tribe, state institutions).
· Paul H. Stahl, „Albanezii: regiunea tribala” (“Albanians: the tribal region”), in Triburi si sate din Sud-Estul Europei. Structuri sociale, structuri magice si religioase, Paideia, 2000, pp. 15-58. READER/BCU727331

· Michael Mitterauer, “Family Contexts: The Balkans in European Comparison” in History of the Family, 1996, Vol. 1, Issue 4, pp. 387-407. READER
6. Eastern Europe as anthropological fieldwork: 

Points of history and methodology. 

Studying rural communities and social changes: historical and contemporary perspective. A panorama of anthropological studies in Eastern Europe: community studies; kinship and social structure; oral traditions, ritual and symbolism; ethnicity, class, dependency and underdevelopment; the transformation of peasant society, collectivization, industrialization and urbanization; East-European communities abroad. Transformation of rural communities on the influence of modernizing ideologies (capitalism and communism). The study of traditional rituals in the context of the communist regime in Romania. Aspects of anthropological methodology and fieldwork problems. 

· Joel M. Halpern, David A. Kideckel, “Anthropology of Eastern Europe”, in Annual Review of Anthropology, 1983, pp. 377-402. READER 
· Gail Kligman, „Introducere: Dincolo de Dracula” (“Introduction: Beyond Dracula”), in Nunta mortului. Ritual, poetica si cultura populara in Transilvania (The Wedding of the Dead), Polirom, 1998, pp. 9-23. BSE39/GIII14748
7. Anthropology of Eastern Europe. Anthropology of Socialism in Romania. 
Socio-economic anthropological perspective on communism in Romania. Case studies: the 50’s, Poiana Sibiului: collectivization and resistance to collectivization; the 80’s, Santana: secondary economy and identitary responses. Socio-economic coping strategies and opposing methods to communism.

· Razvan Stan, Michael Stewart, „Rezistenta la colectivizare in satele de oieri din Marginimea Sibiului. Studiu de caz: satul Poiana Sibiului” (“Resisting collectivization in shepherd villages in Marginimea Sibiului. Case study: Poiana Sibiului village”), in Dorin Dobrincu, Constantin Iordachi, ed., Taranimea si puterea. Procesul de colectivizare a agriculturii in Romania (1949-1962), Polirom, 2005, pp. 300-319. READER

· Liviu Chelcea, Puiu Latea, „Contextul micului trafic in Santana: statul «slab» si depasirea penuriei”, „Germanii din Santana si bunurile de consum: «pachete» si «electronice»”, „Cultura socialista a penuriei: gestionarea bunurilor de consum in gospodarie”, in Romania profunda in comunism: dileme identitare, istorie locala si economie secundara la Santana, Nemira, 2000, 191-216. BSE316/GII34213
8. Anthropology of transition in Eastern Europe. Claims and stakes of contemporary anthropology in Eastern Europe.

Eastern Europe as marginal, “alternative” and “challenging” region of Europe. Challenges of fieldwork in Eastern Europe after the fall of Sovietic block and the critical stakes of a new anthropology in the “New” Eastern Europe. Reconfiguration of anthropological studies in Eastern Europe and cultural anthropology as alternative discourse.

· Katherine Verdery „«Noua»Europa de Est intr-o antropologie a Europei” (“The «new» Eastern Europe in an anthropology of Europe”), in Eniko Magyari-Vincze, Colin Quigley, Gabriel Troc, editori, Intalniri multiple. Antropologi occidentali in Europa de Est, EFES, 2000, pp. 17-23. BSE527

· Vintila Mihailescu, „Marea imbulzeala (I)”, „Marea imbulzeala (II)”, „Intre satul-idee si ideea de modernitate”, „Closetul sau tractorul?”, „Tranzitie sau tranzitii?”, „Continuitatea tranzitiei”, „Economia rostului”, „Incredere si economie paralela”, „Zacusca si economia paralela”, in Socio-hai-hui. O alta sociologie a tranzitiei, Paideia, 2000, pp. 76-87. READER
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