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ESE_107 Regional Ethnology, Part 1 and Part II 
30l+15s  CC  3 cr.  66Autumn, Y2, S3 !!c. ð. . Language: Bulgarian 
30l+15s  CC  3 cr.  66Spring, Y2, S4 !!Exam. Language: Bulgarian 
& Assoc.Prof.Irena Bokova, PhD, Assis. Prof. Meglena Zlatkova M.A. 1 The course has 
been developed on materials of the ethnology of the Balkan peoples. The problems of 
regional configurations, regional and local cultures, are associated with the Balkan studies 
within the frame of the ethnological lore. 
The problems are presented in the context of the European humanities and sciences of the 
socium, and the scientific traditions in the Balkan countries. The ‘discovery’ of the Balkans 
upon the emergence of the so-called ‘Eastern Question’ a few centuries ago is only a starting 
point to follow the pulsations in time of the interest towards the region with many names, 
but always part of the Mediterranean.   

 
THEMES: 

 
 
1. The space as a scientific problem – historical perspective. Time and Space relations 

and the scientific knowledge.  
 
2. Linguistic and Anthropology. “Linguistic area” “cultural zone” and “cultural zone”.  
 
3. Area Studies - Means and tools. Ethnographical cartography.  
 
4. Ethnological problems of Balkan studies – antiquity, modernity and postmodernity. 

Ethnology and Balkanistics.  
 
5. Discovering the Balkans – problems of similarity and differences in European 

Context. Time pulsations.  
 
6. The Balkans – “border” or “road” between cultures. Spaces and intercultural dialog. 
 
7. The Balkans - assimilated nature: the Mountain, the Plain, and the Sea. The Balkan 

model of the world – anthropomorphic view. “Homo balkanicus” – the traveling man. 
 
8. Balkan linguistic union. Cultural bilingualism.  
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9. Ethnicity. Ethnic communities and cultural identity – Balkanistic perspective.  
 
10. Ethnicity and religion (Christians – Orthodox, Catholics, Protestants and etc, Muslims, 

Jewish and etc.): interaction and transformation. 
 
11. Folklore aspects of the Christianity and the Islam in the Balkans. Ritual practices, 

cultural images and mental pictures.  
 
12. The city and the village in the Balkans.  
 
13. “Personalia ethnica” of Balkan people – mythical heroes, historical personages, 

saints. Local, regional and meta-national personages.  
 
14. Ethnocultural community on the Balkan – folkloristic parallels. 
 
15. Ethnocultural community on the Balkan – scientific context. 
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