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B. RESEARCH IN PROGRESS REPORT

Please report on the progress of your research. The suggested length of the report is between 1,000-1,500 words, nevertheless, please feel free to submit a longer text if you prefer so. 

In your research in progress report, you are kindly asked to briefly answer the following items:

· Have your research project changed since you had submitted the research proposal? In which respects? 

The area to be researched (Oaş and Sătmar) was extended to the neighbouring regions (Chioar, Codru and Maramureş), because the religious authority of the Bixad monastery is still very strong in these areas, in spite of the foundation of new monasteries, especially after 1989, Orthodoxes – Rohia (Lăpuş region – founded 1923), Habra (in Baia-Mare, after 1990), Bârsana, Dragomireşti, Moisei (The Monastery „Izvorul Negru”) and Greek-Catholics – Băseşti, Prislop (Boiu-Mare), Saint Mary (in Baia-Mare), Şişeşti (a parochial chruch with a great religious prestige), Moişeni. In this meaning, we had to make a selection of some villages from these regions, following the criteria of the constancy of the pilgrimages to Bixad. 
· Please describe the topic of your research and your research questions. 

In this stage, the research has pointed to the general frames of the Romanian popular piety concerning Holy Virgin, in some multiconfessional rural communities from Satu-Mare and Maramureş counties, whom processional religiosity is focused on some monasteries. In this meaning, our research focused on the pilgrimages to the monastery of Bixad at the feast of the Ascension of the Holy Virgin (15th August), integrated in a larger context of magic-religious mentalities specific for these regions (representations, oral narrative traditions – legends, belief tales and life stories) and behaviours (apotropaic and defensive magic, religious practices consacrated to Holy Virgin). The topics followed in this field research are synthesized in a thematic questionnaire created by us to facilitate the fieldwork of the students from our team.

· Overview of previous studies on similar topics. 

In Romania, the bibliography on the Marian pilgrimages is very poor. Before 1946 the ethnological research focused on other topics (the traditional aspects of the rural culture) and during the communism this topic was forbidden for the research.

· Your methodological approach. 

The materials were gathered from an interdisciplinary perspective (ethnological, cultural and social anthropological, oral historical), through thematic interviews, with people from some northern transylvanian villages, to collect cultural data, aiming the configuration of the religious profile of the Romanian rural communities. The ethno-anthropological field-research was made with audio (interview, enquete) and visual (foto and video) means. 

Our ethno-anthropological approach followed several aspects (according to A.M.Cirese’s principles): morphology (every oral cultural fact is analytically described and registered with extreme detail and care), age (establishing, as far as possible, the age of the investigated cultural fact, on the basis of the direct information from the subjects and  by a comparatistic approach), localisation (the specificity or non-specificity of the researched cultural facts for one or for several communities), spreading (the degree of spreading of each cultural fact in the context of the investigated communities), social milieu (the social stratifications, the gender aspects and their expression into oral traditions and communitary behaviour; dominant cultures and “submitted” cultures/culture egemoniche e culture subalterne, social levels and level disruptures/dislivelli) and valorisations (the meanings and the explanations given by subjects in connection with every investigated fact).

· Lessons from the pilot-study: have your approach changed? 

Yes, we had to enlarge the area of research, extending it also to other regions (Chioar, Maramureş). In this context, we had to make a new selection of the villages 

· Preliminary results of your fieldwork. 

Audio, photo and video material.

The preparation of the next field research from August, when we are going to film the pilgrimages in actu, accompanying some rural pilgrimage groups on their entire itinerary.

· Preliminary results of your analysis and potential interpretations. 

1. The social-cultural context of the Marian pilgrimages

· the impact on the pilgrimages of some social trends from the near past (the seasonal migration in other regions of Romania, until 1989 and the economic migration of the youths to France and Spain, after 1990); 

· confessional (latent and manifest conflicts between Orthodoxes and Greek-Catholics in the last 15 years) and ethnic aspects (the participation at the Marian feasts of some distinct ethnic communities from Northern Transylvania: Romanians, Hungarians, Ukrainians, Gypsies) of the pilgrimages;

· the main feasts from the region consacrated to the Holy Virgin (the Annunciation, the Ascension of the Holy Virgin, the Birth of the Holy Virgin etc.) and the connected ceremonial practices (the intertextual relationships with the spring agrarian ceremonials and with other religious processions, expressions of the popular religion, more or less monitorized by the Church);

· religious representations (oral narrative traditions about the Holy Virgin, the miracle of the tear shedding icons or statues etc.) and magic-religious practices related to the Marian Worship (exorcisms, charms, practices of defensive magic). Interviews on lifestories and belief-tales.
2. The pilgrimages and their territorial network

· the rural dominant character of the Marian religious processions and the heterogeneous origin of the pilgrims, both peasants and townspeople.
· the organization and the age structure of the pilgrimages (in past and at present), 

· the processional itineraries of the pilgrimages: the traditional itineraries, modifications and the sacralization of the rural space (the sacred geography of the territory). The identification of the territorial network of the monastery of Bixad (which covers villages from some distinct regions, as Oaş, Maramureş and Chioar), in the past and in present. In this frame, we intend to organize ethno-anthropological field researches in some villages from the Satu-Mare county (region of Oaş), and then, with the occasion of the feast, to accompany some selected groups of pilgrims by foot and to film and photograph their processions (as insiders). 

· the transformations of the pilgrimages to Bixad in the last 70 years (interviews with persons of different ages): the pilgrimages before 1946-1948 (the Bolshevic occupation of Romania, the elimination of the Greek-Catholic Church and the beginning of the sovietization of the peasant economy), the banishment and the jailing of the last Greek-Catholic monastic community from Bixad and the transformation of the monastery in sanatorium, the pilgrimages to Bixad until 1989 (to the parish church from the village), the refounding of the religious center as an Orthodox Monastery (in 1990) and the conflicts between the Orthodoxes and the Greek-Catholics after the refusal of the political and ecclesiatical authorities to return the monastery to the Greek-Catholic Bazilitan monastic order, the building of a new Greek-Catholic parish church in Bixad (consacrated in 2004), the polarization of the confessional communities from the region. Following these aspects, we intend to combine the anthropological and oral historical approaches.

· the secularization and the new aspects of the pilgrimages: from communitary pilgrimages (by foot and, more recently, by rented buses motor lorries) to familiary pilgrimages (by car). We intend to continue the research also in August 2005, focusing on the communitary religious groups of youngs from some villages, who are still coming in procession, by foot, even from many km distance (Tarna Mare, Bacicău, Valea Seacă, Călineşti Oaş, Boineşti).

· the traditional and present repertory of the pilgrims (Marian religious songs). 

· Do you intend to continue your research? If yes, which would be the next steps? 

Regarding the research of the socio-economic and historical background, this will start, as far as possible, as a preliminary documentation based on interviews in villages and analysis of written sources (texts and archives). But it will form more an independent research, made subsequently (in 2005-2006) by the members of this team and also with the collaboration of other specialists (a sociologist and a historian), which will continue the ethnographic research started in the present project. This documentation will be limited to five sections: (1) local history, (2) history of economy and migration, (3) history of Orthodox and Greek Catholic relations and practices in the region, (4) existing ethnographic accounts, (5) existing accounts from oral history, representations in mass media.

This field project is the first part of a larger research focused on Marian religious processions and pilgrimages extended to some regions from Transylvania (Northern region: Bixad, Moisei, Nicula, Cluj and South-Eastern part: Şumuleu Ciuc), in present and in past (the XVIIIth and XIXth centuries). 

A collective volume (The Worship of the Holy Virgin in the Popular Religiosity from Transylvania. Pilgrimages, Miracles and Oral Narrative Traditions) + a CD with ethnological photos and a DVD with video-documentaries (a documentary corpus on visual anthropology – photo-documentary and a video-documentary on the pilgrimages to Bixad and to other monasteries).

· Do you plan to have another fieldwork? If yes, when to you plan to organize it? 

Yes, I am preparing another fieldwork in June on the processions with the ceremonial Ox of Whitsuntide from the region of Someşu Mic and then, in August, another field research on the living pilgrimages to Bixad.

· Which aspects of the research do you intend to discuss in more details with the ReSET resource professors and participants at the 2005 Summer Session? 

A presentation of the pilgrimages to Bixad, accompanied by a photo- and video-documentary.

The technical and methodological aspects of the fieldwork, the synchronization between the textual, inter-textual and the contextual approach. 

The process of the formation of a team for ethno-anthropological field research.

